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LIEDER EINES FAHRENDEN GESELLEN 


Jesus, is Schimmer a flaky son of a bitch. 
Listen what happened Friday. This is rich. 
Friday he threw a party in his pent- 

House. East End Avenue. Invitations went 

Out one month early. All embossed, addressed 
By secretaries, with--get this--a crest-- 

His monogram, for Christ's sake--on the flap. 
Maida and I, we put on all this crap-- 

A costume party, you know. I was Gen- 

Ghis Khan, she was the fair Maid Marian 

In a green doublet slashed right down the front. 
You should of seen it. Anyway, we went. 

Got there right on the tick. Big hullaballoo 
Already under way. Celebs. Champagne. 

An eight-piece folk-rock combo. At least two 
Bars in each room, pouring booze like rain. 

And right in the sunken conversation pit 

In the living room, there was this thing, floodlit 
From up above: a funk-art statue of 

A cop in a crash hat, standing above 

A dead kid tangled in his motorbike, 

All one side blood. I never seen the like, 

It was so real. So still. It shook us up. 

But we got over it and had a cup 

Of Schimmer's punch and looked at his Jim Dines. 
All of a sudden hell broke loose. At nine, 

The dead-kid statue suddenly stood up, 

Climbed on his bike and started it. The cop 
Whipped out his gun and fired it as the kid 
Took off out through the foyer. Panic! Did 
That party ever come to a sudden stop! 

Of course, it was a put-on. Schimmer hired 

A couple actors. The bullets the cop fired 
Were blanks. The blood was phoney, too. What some 
Wise bastards won't do just to have some fun. 


L.E. Sissman's three books of poems are Dying: An Introduction, 
Scattered Returns, and Pursuit of Honor, all published by Atlantic- 
Little Brown. L.E. Sissman has been a National Spelling Champion, 

a Quiz Kid, a Harvard student, a Fuller Brush man, a singing vacuum- 
cleaner salesman, a campaign aid to John F. Kennedy, and an 
advertising executive. 
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